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Thinking Theologically Through Worship – The Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper 

On Tuesday, we will celebrate Easter with a service of Word and Sacrament. For 

those churches that celebrate communion every week it is of course normal to 

have a Eucharistic celebration on the day of Easter. But for congregations where 

the Lord’s Table is prepared only so often – including many Presbyterian  

churches – this would be strange. Does the table not belong on Maundy  

Thursday rather than Easter Sunday (or, in our case this week, Easter Tuesday)? 

 

Such questions would betray an understanding about communion that has  

taken strong hold over many Presbyterian (as well as Baptist and free church)  

liturgies: that the Lord’s Supper is really the Last Supper, an enactment of the 

last time Jesus and his friends ate together. In this understanding, the table then 

has the character of a memorial meal, a remembrance of things past. What we 

remember is Jesus’ death – his body broken, his blood poured. Such  

understanding translates liturgically quite often in a celebration of the Lord’s  

Supper that is therefore not so much a “celebration” as, let’s be honest,  

something more akin to a funeral meal.  

 

However, Jesus himself puts the meal not only in the context of a remembrance 

of the past, but shapes it also as an anticipation of the future: “I have eagerly 

desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for I tell you, I will not eat it 

again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God” (Luke 22:15,16); and “I tell you, I 

will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes” (22:18). In saying this, Jesus is referring to the tradition of the grand  

eschatological, messianic meal, when God will host a banquet with the tables 

laden with rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, the day the peoples of the earth will say: “This is the LORD for 

whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation” (Is. 25:9). The Lord’s Supper is the  

anticipation of the world to come; a joyful and exuberant celebration that the eschatological world has  

already broken into our history in the person of Jesus Christ.  

 

Communion liturgies therefore ought not to be dark, but light; not somber, but jubilant. This is why there is no 

better day to celebrate the table than Easter! This is also why we ask worship teams to sing during the  

distribution of bread and wine: singing together not only underscores that we celebrate as a community 

(rather than each one of us just coming forward “on our own”), but it also sets the tone in a literary sense – as 

Israel would go up to the temple in Jerusalem on feast days singing the pilgrim psalms, so we too sing in eager 

anticipation: 

 

 The trumpets sound, the angels sing, the feast is ready to begin. 

 The gates of heav’n are open wide, and Jesus welcomes you inside. 

 Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

 Come and revel in heaven’s love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin.  

The feast is ready to begin. (Graham Kendrick)*    

 

* “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” is one of the new hymns in the anticipated 2013 PC(USA) hymnal Glory to God. The list of 

all hymns contained in the book will be released on Easter Monday at www.presbyterianhymnal.org. 

  

 Chapel This Week: 

Tuesday: Today we celebrate the Witness to the Resurrection – Easter Sunday – as a seminary community in 

chapel. Our new professor of Homiletics and Worship Dr. Hancock will lead us in a service of Word and  

Sacrament to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Wednesday: This week we start with a series of services in which our mission teams share something of the 

liturgical heritage of the Christian communities they visited. We will have three more of these services led by 

mission teams later in the term. The WMI trip to Tobago will be leading worship on Wednesday inspired by 

their time of fellowship with the Moravian Church. This team will lead us in worship through music they sang 

in Tobago and a meditation from Jo Ann Simonson. 

 

Thursday: On Thursday, chapel worship will be led by a team that visited the Holy Land. The Holy Land is  

special, but those of us who have gone on this trip have found that the greater joy has come from the people!  

We have met the living church of Jesus Christ in this ancient place: wounded, threatened, but still very much 

alive.  Thursday’s chapel service is a witness to the stories of those “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5), the Palestinian 

Christians, a call to stand with them in solidarity as our sisters and brothers, and a reminder of God’s  

command that we pray for the peace of Jerusalem (Psalm 122:6) and work for peace with justice in this  

ancient, holy land. 
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